STATEMENT (CONCLUSIONS)
No VBP DNA was found in the 290 canine blood donors sampled. Current selection and screening protocols in UK/Eire canine blood donors appear to be appropriate for the minimal risk of VBP transmission.
METHODS
A questionnaire was distributed to primary care veterinarians attending CPD events. 42 vets completed the questionnaire. Vets were asked if their practice has an antimicrobial prescribing policy and were asked questions relating to their empirical antibiotic choices in 15 common clinical presentations covering the integumentary, urinary, gastrointestinal and respiratory systems. Questions included: if antibiotics would be prescribed, the antibiotic chosen, and course length prescribed. Data was analysed using excel to determine counts and proportions of responses with respect to each clinical scenario and to calculate modal responses.
RESULTS
Preliminary findings show that empirical antibiotics were chosen in 22% of instances for clinical presentations in which they are not indicated according to IP: 54.70.40.11
[ 418 ] BSAVA CONGRESS 2018 PROCEEDINGS published guidelines. In those presentations where empirical antibiotics are indicated, 78% of vets made appropriate antibiotic choices. There was considerable variation in course length prescribed across all conditions, but was particularly marked for presentations involving the skin and respiratory system. Amoxicillinclavulanate was by far the most commonly chosen antibiotic across all conditions, accounting for 45% of all choices. Practice prescribing policies were available in 30% of practices. BSAVA PROTECT guidelines were the most commonly named resource for compiling practice policies.
STATEMENT (CONCLUSIONS)
Responsible antibiotic use is of paramount importance with current concerns surrounding antibiotic resistance. Increasing the size of the preliminary study to assess how responses vary with demographics could help to target educational material to improve awareness.
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